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AUXILIARYCOMMITTEE 
By Anita Lucia Trezza 

 

On Wednesday, May 21st, The Auxiliary Committee 
of the Spanish American Medical Dental Society of New 
York held its 21st Annual Scholarship Awards Luncheon at 
the Port Washington Yacht Club in Port Washington, New 
York. This year through the on going efforts of the ladies of 
the Auxiliary Committee and the generous donation of 
$2,000 from the members of the Spanish American Medical 
Dental Society, a total of eight scholarships were given to 
needy Hispanic students who wish to attend college. This 
year’s award winners were accepted at some of the finest 
colleges and universities in the United States, among them 
the University of Pennsylvania; Fordham University; 
University of Bridgeport in Connecticut; Boston College 
and the Manhattan College of Engineering. Our scholarship 
recipients’ choice of careers is widely varied from dentistry, 
to pediatrics to financial management. Although their 
academic interests are very different, all our Latino students 
share one common goal: to achieve “the American Dream’ 
through higher education. In doing so, these young Hispanic 
boys and girls will serve as role models for undergraduates 
in their respective high schools and colleges. They will let 

their peers know that it is possible to overcome the poverty, 
violence, and drug abuse so common in their 
neighborhoods. 
 

The Board of Directors of the Auxiliary Committee 
wishes to thank the Spanish American Medical Dental 
Society of New York for their generous collaborative spirit 
this year. At the same time, we wish to extend an invitation 
to the wives of the doctors and dentists of the society to join 
our committee. We meet once a month to plan future fund 
raising events. If you are unable to do so, please contribute 
to our work by attending our social programs. Perhaps you 
would consider making a donation to the Auxiliary 
Committee. Donations in the form of housewares, crystal, 
perfumes, etc are always welcomed for our raffles. Anyone 
who has worked with our committee will tell you of the 
enormous sense of satisfaction and pride in our Latino 
Youth that you will share by working along side us. For any 
further information, please contact Anita Lucia Trezza (516) 
365-8110 

       

Scholarship Recipient Thanks SAMDESNY 
 

… “I am very thankful to all the members of the Spanish American Medical Dental Society and to all its patrons. Program like 
that of your society are pivotal to the improvement of Latinos in America. These programs are the backbone of all progress of 
our culture. Many Latinos who are equally, if not more talented than those who are more financially stable often lack the 
opportunity to educate themselves; this program is part of the solution to this problem. It is an invaluable opportunity which 
should not be wasted. Above all, it is an investment in one’s cultural roots. Those who support this cause are investing in the 
future of our culture. They show interest in the growth of Latinos in this society. After all, - an investment in education always 
pays the best interest- (Benjamin Franklin).  
Once again, thank you for this opportunity 
Best regards, 
Pedro Reyes (The Wharton School Class of 2012) 
The University of Pennsylvania”… 

21st Annual Scholarship Awardees: Pedro Reyes, Ubaldo Montes, Luis Peña,
Sara Londono, Ivette Cuatzo and Hector Vargas along with Dr. Samuel Arce
(SAMDESNY 2008 President), Dr. Rosa Bastidas (AC 2008 President) and
Dr.Maria Martorell-Fox (AC 2008 VicePresident)

 From Left to Right: Dr. Maria Martorell-Fox (AC 2008 VicePresident),
Dr. Samuel Arce (SAMDESNY' 2008 President) and Dr. Rosa Bastidas
(Auxiliary Committee  2008 President) at the 21st Annual Scholarship Awards
Luncheon at the Port Washington Yacht Club
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SAM DESNYNEW S 
 
Non-Profit Status for SAM DESNY  

 

On June 2003, The Spanish American M edical Dental 
Society of New York (Sociedad M edico-Dental 
Hispanoamericana de Nueva York) obtained its IRS 
exemption status under section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal 
Revenue. This exemption allowed the Society to receive 
most contributions and treat them as tax-free 
contributions, while correspondingly allowing the 
contributor a deduction for those contributions on their 
tax return. This exemption was granted by the IRS after 
careful review of the Society’s overall operation as a 
non-profit organization, including its mission statement, 
management and administration, and particularly its 
financial information in order to determine if the tax 
exemption was warranted. 

 

Upon obtaining the IRS exemption, the Society was 
given a 5 year “trial period” to operate as a tax exempt, 
public charity organization. This trial period, which 
ended on December 31, 2007, was meant to allow the 
Society to operate as a charitable organization within the 
parameters of its mission statement. At the end of the 
trial period, the Society was instructed to submit 
financial information for the last 5 years in order for the 
IRS to determine if the Society was continuing to 
operate as a charitable organization and, accordingly, 
maintain its 501 (c) (3) status. 

 

The required information for recertification as 501 (c) 
(3) organization was submitted as requested by the IRS 
during the period allotted for such submission. On a 
letter dated April 22, 2008, the IRS informed the Society 
that, based upon information submitted, the Society will 
continue to be classified as a public charity, enjoying the 
preferential tax treatment allowed to such organizations 

 
 

Fernando Gomez, CPA 
SAM DESNY’s Accountant Councelor 

 
 

 
Pro-Endow ment Fund Committee…  

 

By previous communication sent to our members, we 
informed the purpose and main objective of the 
Endowment Fund. The committee will analyze the 
fund’s viability on current times considering that works 
on donations solely. 

The members of the Pro-Endowment Fund Committee 
who have accepted to be part of the council are the 
following doctors: Sixto R. Caro, Armando F. Fox, 
Lucio Flores, Richard Izquierdo, Roberto Granato, 
Humberto M artinez, M aria M artorell-Fox, Peter 
Theodorou, Vicente Trezza, Beatriz Vallejo, Emilio 
Villegas. 

 

On the initial survey sent via mail, I thanked to the 
members who sent us their responses for their hearty 
interest in becoming members of this committee. 
Nevertheless, I am waiting for more replies.  
The survey shows in general the following: 

 
 

- All agree to continue with this project 
- The donation suggested varies from $10 to $500 
- The intangible fund suggested varies from $500 to 

$200,000 
 

 I believe that the society will need this fund to help to 
finance its activities in the future. Let’s invest the 
donations, make money to support those projects 
maintaining a steady flow of capital. 
 

I have been told that 20 years ago the society had 
$180,000 in the bank which gradually, year after year 
went down to red and this story will be repeated unless 
we put our donations to work and to grow under the 
umbrella of the endowment fund.  
Anyone  wishing to join  us please contact  our Secretary 
Soledad Fernandez. 

  
Carlos A . Viñas, M D  

President Pro-Endow ment Fund Committee 
 

 

 

This year, for our Annual Congress, we are planning to present some workshops for the spouses, while we are in conference. We 
have planned a facial make-up seminar (although we know the ladies may not need such. Their beauty is natural). None the less, 
we will try to conduct a seminar on the art of make-up and will probably select several ladies for “live” make-up, by several 
make-up artists that will be present. This will work out well, prior to our Dinner Dance event at Leonard’s of Great Neck. We 
will probably select on a lottery basis. We are trying to also schedule a physician who will speak and inform regarding the latest 
procedures available to deter the effects of aging. 

 

We also would like to inform the membership that we were able to get two CME credited lectures. One of the lectures focused on 
the art of communicating to a diverse patient population. This was well attended by the membership. Another lecture related 
to the information necessary to implement and Electronic Medical Record (EMR). This topic proved to be very informative as 
noted by the question and answer session. 

 

Also, begin to get your tuxedos and evening gowns for this year’s Annual Gala Dinner Dance banquet. Details will shortly 
follow. 
 

Exciting news! We will move our existing office to an ultra modern facility, located in Westbury, New York. We will continue 
our relationship as sub-lessee of the Medical Society of the State of New York. We are negotiating the move for October 2008. 
Your ideas and suggestions are welcomed! Please let me know about suggestions for future lectures and/or programs. 
 

Dr. Samuel Arce (President SAMDESNY 2008) 
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Surviving Third Party Payer Audits And 
Investigations 

Continued from page 6 
 

• Requests by third party payers for a copy of more than
one medical record at a time could be a red flag that you
are the subject of an audit. Another red flag is a letter
that comes from a “special investigation” unit of the third
party payer. The special investigation unit of a third
party payer commonly addresses issues of suspected
fraud. 

 
• Respond to medical record requests in timely fashion.

Delay can create suspicion on the part of the third party
payer. It is important to be sure that the release of copies
of medical records to the third party payer is in
compliance with applicable state and federal law
including applicable law on patient confidentiality.  

• In general, do not offer to make repayments without a
written agreement which addresses issues needed to
protect your interest such as the reason for repayment,
your right to continue to be a provider for the third party
payer, and whether the matter has been, or will be,
reported to government agencies such as state licensing
authorities, state insurance departments, and the state/
federal criminal authorities.  

 
• To reduce the risk of audits, investigations and

prosecutions, consider implementing a compliance study
of your practice to identify and correct problems relating
to medical record documentation, billing and other
practice issues. It is important that your medical records
justify the medical necessity of the services provided.  

 
The information contained in this article is presented
for educational purposes only and does not constitute
legal advice. You should consult with your individual
attorney prior to acting on any of the educational
information provided herein. 
 
This article is distributed as a membership benefit to
members of SAMDESNY. Alan Lambert, M.D., Esq., an
attorney whose law practice is dedicated to health care law
and the representation of physicians and other licensed
health care providers, is the legal counsel for
SAMDESNY. Dr. Lambert is a graduate of the Downstate
Medical Center and a Cum Laude graduate of the Harvard
Law School. He is admitted to practice law in the State Of
New York.  Dr. Lambert’s law office is located at 11
Middle Neck Road – Suite 202, Great Neck, N.Y. 11021.
Dr. Lambert may be contacted at 516-466-0086. 

KNOW YOUR SOCIETY’S BYLAWS 
 

(Continued from last Fall Issue No3) 
 

ARTICLE 3 
ORGANIZATION AND STRUCTURE OF THE 

SOCIETY 
The Society will consist of doctors and dentists, 

who possess the ability to speak the Spanish 
language, are properly titled and legally licensed to 
exercise the profession within in the State of New 

York or that they are allowed to exercise their 
profession outside of the State with the 

understanding that they will be licensed in the State 
in the future 

 

ARTICLE 6 
SOCIAL DOMICILE 

The Society will function in the City of New York, 
in the United States and it will be located in the 

headquarters of the Medical Society of the State of 
New York, without prejudice if it is transferred to 

another address when it is in the best interest of the 
Society. 

 

ARTICLE 7 
LANGUAGES 

The official languages of the Society will be 
Spanish and English 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 
Name              

Country of Origen      D.O.B        

Marriage Status      Spouse Name        

Degree: Medicine       Dentistry     Year    

University of       Country     Year     

Specialty               

License to Practice in State of       No.      

License to Practice in State of       No.      

Home Address             

City         State       Zip    

Telephone       Fax         

Office Address             

City         State       Zip    

Telephone       Fax         

Email       Cellphone        

Preferred Mailing Address   Home   Office 

Have you ever been member of this Society? No  Yes    When?      

 

The undersigned requests membership in the Spanish American Medical Dental Society of New York with 
all the rights and responsabilities as per the actual ByLaws and Regulations 

 

Signature        Date        

 

Referred by the following active members: 

1)               

 

2)               

Admission Committee Recommendation 

Application Accepted           Denied       

Signature of the Admission Committe President        

Date      

Please Include: 1-   Copy of your active NYS Medical or Dental Registration, DEA Number and 
Curriculum Vitae. 

1- Amount $175.00 to the name of: Spanish American Medical Dental Society of 
New York, for the 1st year of membership. If your application is denied your  fee will 
be reimbursed 

 Send Application and Fee to: SPANISH AMERICAN MEDICAL DENTAL SOCIETY OF NY 
  Admission Committee 
  420 Lakeville Road, Suite 178 A 
  Lake Success, NY 11042 
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SAMDESNYSOCIALS 
 

 
HONORARY ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
 

As President of SAMDESNY Dr. Samuel Arce, was 
honored with a citation for his leadership in improving the 
health of Hispanics on a national level. As a medical society 
we are trying to extend our “boundaries” to other healthcare 
entities. 
 
NEW MEMBERS 
 

The Admission Commission informs that the following 
doctors have been accepted as 2008 new members:  
- Peter Theodorou, DMD born in Colombia is a graduate 
of the University of Pennsylvania School of Dental 
Medicine where received a Master of Science, certificate in 
orthodontics and a Doctor of Medical Dentistry degree. Dr. 
Theodorou is a community volunteer and director of 
operations for the New York City division of Marines 
helping Marines, a national program that provides care 
packages for recovering Marines and soldiers in at major 
military hospitals. Dr. Theodorou is himself a former 
Marine Sergeant, who was decorated for his service in 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
 

- Gabriel R. Guardarramas-Alvarado, MD born in USA 
and son of Puerto Rican and Cuban Parents; Dr. 
Guardarramas graduated from the Universidad Autónoma 
de Guadalajara in Mexico where he received a Master in 
Family Medicine. He is a member of the American Medical 
Association, New York County Medical Society, American 
Academy of Family Medicine, American Board of Family 
Medicine, National Hispanic Medical Association, Inter-
American College of Physicians and Surgeons among 
others. Dr. Guardarramas also is an aviation Medical 
Examiner for the US Federal Aviation Administration. 

 

The Society welcomes you and invites you to participate of 
its  activities  and  to  introduce  to  other  Physicians      and  
Dentists who would like to become members of the Spanish 
American Medical Dental Society of New York. 
 
RETIREMENTS 
 

The members and the Board of Directors of the Spanish 
American Medical Dental Society of New York 
congratulate on the happy retirement of the following 
members: 
 

Luis F. Pineda, DDS (Ex-President in 1995 and member 
since 1986); and, 
Pedro Rojas, MD (member since 1991) 

 
 
 

IN MEMORIAM 
On behalf of the Spanish American Medical Dental Society 
of New York and its members, we would like to extend our 
deepest sympathy on the passing of Dr. Jorge De Murga, to 
his wife Mrs. Carmina De Murga and the rest of this family. 
He was president of our Society in 1969. 
 
 

We also would like to extend our deepest sympathy to Mrs. 
Grace Peguero on the passing of her husband:  Dr. Victor 
M. Cruz, another Ex-President of the Society in 1980. 
Please, accept our deepest condolences. He passed away in 
April, 2008 
 
They were a very important part of our Medical 
Community. We are more than proud we had the 
opportunity to have had them both as part of our 
Society, we will miss you! 

 
******   ****** 

 
 

WE NEED YOUR PARTICIPATION, PLEASE JOIN US TO MAKE AN OUTSTANDING PUBLICATION! 
 
 

If you, colleague have an article of interest regarding: latest news in the medical or dental field; If either you or if 
you know a member that has received any recognition lately; If you are member of another Society and would like 
to save the date for their activities or simply to publish personal events… We are inviting you to actively participate 
in our Newsletter. Send us interesting information or simply give us your idea how we might the newsletter may be 
improved.  
 
 

SEE YOU IN THE NEXT EDITION WITH INTERESTING TOPICS 
 

 



Sociedad Médico  Dental  Hispanoamericana de  NY,  Inc
Spanish American Medical  Dental  Society of  NY, Inc
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